A   GREAT  PERSONALITY

(5)  He wants a lot of money.

(6)  Above all, he must learn to possess his soul in

patience,

(7)  He should read the English Bible in and out and

Shakespeare in and out.'

How many of those qualifications were possessed by
Mr. J. M. Dent I do not know, but I should hesitate to
affirm that, with the exception of a capacity for hard work
and of knowing something about art and a good deal
about human nature, Lane could have boasted that he
commanded any one of them. But he had something
which stood him in even better stead; he had, in an intense .
degree, that gift which we can all recognise and none of
us define, he had personality, and personality, if not
synonymous with genius, is at any rate closely akin to it.

Whether or not, then. Lane would have succeeded in
these days is open to question. If the present conditions
of the publishing trade are accurately described in the
following extractf rom a book-trade paper of February,
1935, it is doubtful whether he would have much cared
to be a publisher at all.

'I believe', says the writer of the remarks referred to,
'that commercial competition amongst publishers is
leading to an increasing degradation of everything for
which the bookseller stands. Books are becoming a
commodity of no more sociological value to the com-
munity than chocolates or newspapers. They are the
amusement of the passing moment. To the masses
they convey neither ideas nor ideals nor any kind of
aesthetic quality. And the firms who succeed and grow
to monstrous prosperity are just those whose god is
quantity/

If that is at all a fair account of the state of things
in the publishing trade at the present time, then John

199